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Decision on SECU Case No. o010

UNDP takes note of the compliance review that the Office of Audit and Investigations
conducted on Case No. SECUoo10, “Integrated Protected Area Land and Seascape Management
in Tanintharyi (Ridge to Reef)” project in Myanmar. SECU responds to complaints that UNDP may
not be adhering to its corporate Social and Environmental Standards (SES) and related procedures.
This helps to ensure that UNDP is accountable to the individuals and communities with whom we
work. It is important that these voices are heard, and that UNDP has an opportunity to respond to
and address the issues that they raise. | take very seriously our responsibility to comply fully with
UNDP’s Social and Environmental Standards (SES).

UNDP acknowledges the complaint was received in 2018. The draft report was delayed due
to COVID-19, and the first stage draft report covering inland communities was posted on the SECU
registry in 2022. The project was subsequently suspended and later canceled in 2024 due to the
ongoing conflict in the country. For this reason, the second stage of the compliance review, which
was to cover coastal and island communities, could not be completed. The first stage draft report
is now being published as the final report.

As the circumstances surrounding the original grievance have been overtaken by events,
the project-specific recommendations are no longer actionable. Nevertheless, the report’s
conclusions will be used to strengthen ongoing and future UNDP activities in Myanmar, to the
extent conditions of the ongoing conflict allow. This includes the importance of rigorously
assessing risks, both threats and opportunities, including assessing the impact of project activities
on indigenous communities and involving communities in these assessments. The importance of
indigenous peoples’ full, effective and meaningful participation in project design through their own
representative institutions was particularly noted. The country office has reviewed the report and
is committed to incorporate this learning into future programming.

As UNDP’s Administrator, | reaffirm the critical importance of upholding our Social and
Environmental Standards. | would like to reiterate my strong personal commitment to ensuring
that our Standards underpin all that we do.
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